
FROM THE ADMINISTRATION  

We are so excited to have started off the new year with so much success!  With the support and dedica-

tion of our staff, school council and parent community, classroom structures have been set up and rou-

tines have been established.  We were quite pleased to see the very large number of parents and/or 

guardians at our Meet the Teacher Night and School Council last month.  

In all grades, meaningful instruction is well underway and evident in all classrooms.  This year, our school 

focus in language continues to be using sufficient and relevant examples to support student thinking, and 

to think critically about a variety of text and media. In math, students are learning to apply skills in new 

contexts, learning to problem solve and thinking like a mathematician.   Teachers are providing frequent 

and effective assessment and feedback to help students develop their math skills and problem solving.  

Classes are using technology in new and innovative ways, including the implementation of Google Apps to 

share documents and collaborate online with classmates.  As well, our Intermediate teachers are begin-

ning to support the transition to high school through professional development with our Secondary school 

partners. 

The 2013-14 EQAO school results have been released 

to the public. The results below indicate the percent-

age of all students who were in grade 3 or 6 last year 

achieving at or above the provincial standard.  We are 

very pleased with our school-based results.  It is im-

portant to note that the school scores published 

online and in local newspapers use the total number 

of grade three and six students enrolled in the school, 

which include the students who did not participate for 

various reasons (i.e., absent, students working on 

alternate expectations).  

 

This graphic indicates the results of all students, par-

ticipating and not participating. As a staff, we will be 

analyzing the individual and group results in order to 

set new school targets towards continued student 

achievement.  Individual student reports have been 

sent home.  To view samples of student work and to 

understand what work at each level looks like, visit the 

EQAO Web site, www.eqao.com. 

Parent-teacher-student interviews will take place on November 13th and 14th.  Stay tuned in October for 
more information on booking an interview time. 
 

We look forward to continuing our learning together! 
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Michael Cranny Library News 
Quote of the Month:  

“There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate’s loot on Treasure Island.” ~ Walt Disney 
 

The Library Program is in full swing. Many of our students have had their library orientation and have been made 

familiar with some new library routines as well as our new online resources. 

 

Book Exchange 

All Primary Classes have a set day on their schedule for Book Exchange. Please refer to your child’s classroom 

schedule to ensure that books are returned on their library day and especially so that disappointment in not having 

their bags can be avoided.  

 

Junior and Intermediate students have the following set times throughout the week when they may exchange their 

books 

 

Intermediate Book Exchange Times      Junior Book Exchange Times 

Day 1, Period 1      Day 2, Period 6 

Day 2, Period 6      Day 3, Period 1 

Wednesdays at Morning Recess    Mondays at Morning Recess 
 

Virtual Library 

The York Region District School Board has purchased new Online Databases that were recently launched and 

made accessible to students. The new databases are age-appropriate and allow students to research a variety of 

topics related to Science, Social Studies, Environmental Studies, Art, Health and more. We are excited about hav-

ing these databases as an option for students to research or just browse through at their fingertips. These data-

bases will require a password which students may obtain from their teachers. Please take some time to explore 

these databases with your child. To find these online students resources, along with other board approved data-

bases, just go to the Michael Cranny School Website and click on “Library”. They will appear on the bottom right-

hand side. 

 

Volunteers Wanted 

New books to replace some damaged (but much loved) books, as well as some new titles, will be arriving over the 

next month. Before they can be put on the shelves and enjoyed by our students, they will need to be properly proc-

essed. If you are able to volunteer some of your time to help out, please contact Ms. Ferrari at 905-832-4922, x161.  
 

Helping your child choose a “just right” book 

Our primary students have been learning to choose “just right” books for them to read. The following article by 

Kathleen Rogers has some suggestions you when choosing books with your child http://www.readingrockets.org/

article/28279   

 

Mark Your Calendars 

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to Michael Cranny!  

The Fair will run from November 12th to 18th  

 

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/28279
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/28279
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Professional Activity Day In October: 

There will be no school for students on 

Monday, October 27th, as staff will be 

engaged in professional development 

on this day. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

As a reminder, schools are closed on 

Monday, October 13th .  

The Terry Fox Initiatives 
 

This year at Cranny, our staff and students have put so much ef-
fort into initiatives going towards the Terry Fox Foundation. On 
September 24th, the entire school ran in honour of Terry Fox, an 
inspiring figure. Also going towards this cause, Cranny was able 
to raise over $1300 surpassing our original goal. We would like to 
thank all the students for their generous donations and efforts into 

making this possible. A special shoutout to Sarah in grade one for donating an incredi-
ble amount of $211. Since, we passed our goal, Mr Rossi has accepted our challenge 
of getting 9 shaving cream pies in the face. In addition to that, he will be growing his 
beard until November and then dying it wacky colours. Congratulations Cranny on an-
other successful event! 

                             - The Student Athletic Committee 

A.O.K “All Our Kids” Program 

Early Child Development and Parenting Program 

 

Once again, York Region welcomes guardians and their children                                                                    

(birth to 6 years)                                                                                                                                            

to a FREE come and discover early child development                                                                                      

and parenting program. 
 

Location: Michael Cranny E.S. (stage) 

Dates: Monday and Friday 

Time: 9:30 am - 11:30 am   

For more information on this program please call 905-856-5511 Ext. 215 
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We believe that collaborative and inclusive partnerships among schools, families and our communi-

ties, are essential to improving student learning and increasing a shared sense of accountability for 

public education.  School Councils play an important role in building school, family and community 

partnerships by providing input into relevant Board and school-level decisions and by encouraging 

the involvement of all members of the school community in support of student learning.   

The Michael Cranny School Council met on Wednesday September 17th at 7:00 p.m.  At this meet-

ing council elected the following parents to our 2014-15 School Council: 

 

 School Council Co-Chairs: Mary Tsaktsiris/Javier Espinoza 

 Secretary:       Dilani Wright 

 Treasurer:    Melissa Lakhu 

 Fundraising Chair:       Louise Wilson 

 

We welcome you all to our next School Council Meeting on  

Wednesday, October 22nd at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Future Dates:  Wednesday, November 19
th
 

   Thursday January 29
th
 

   Wednesday February 25
th
 

   Thursday, April 16
th
 

   Wednesday, May 27th 

Michael Cranny School Council 

Grade 8 - High School Info Night  

    Join us at Michael Cranny on October 7th at 7pm to learn 
about  Maple High School. If you unable to attend this ses-
sion, repeat sessions will take place at the following schools.  
Parents are welcome to attend any session. 

 

  October 6 – Discovery PS 6pm 

  October 8 – Teston Village PS 7pm 

  October 14 – Maple Creek PS 7pm 

  October 16 – Mackenzie Glen (tentative date) 7pm 



HALLOWEEN Reminders  
Halloween is approaching soon. We remind you that the York Re-

gion District School Board’s Caring and Safe  Schools Policy does 

not allow any replica weapons to come to school as part of 

your child’s costume.  These items include toy guns, knives, 

axes, swords, spears, bows/arrows etc. Students are welcome to 

come dressed in costumes for the day, however, please note that 

regular classroom instruction will take place on this day.  In order to 

comply with our healthy school focus please don't send candy to be 

shared with students to school. 

 Should your child celebrate Halloween in the evening, please re-

member to go over  safety rules before they go out to ‘trick and 

treat’.  
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MAPLE HIGH SCHOOL 
presents  

 Parents as Partners 
An information sharing evening about our youth today 

Thursday October 9, 2014 

4:30 – 6:30 p.m. @ Maple HS 
 

Light Dinner:  4:30 – 5:00 p.m. 

 

Session 1:  5:00 – 5:45 p.m                   Topic:   Substance Abuse 

Parents will learn about substance abuse and available resources to help your child. 

 

Session 2:  5:45 – 6:30 p.m.                   Topic:  Social Media 

Parents will learn about issues surrounding social media such as sexting and bullying. 

 All parents are welcome! 

 

RSVP   by Sept. 30th to:   maple.hs@yrdsb.ca  (please indicate if you will be joining us 

for dinner) 

                                       
This school community event is made possible through the collaborative partnership 

with  

Maple High School, Maple HS School Council and York Regional Police. 

 

 

mailto:maple.hs@yrdsb.ca


HELP YOUR  KIDS STAY SAFE 

With the start of another school year, it’s a good time for parents to remind children about personal safety.   
 

Here's what children need to know: 

 Their name, age, telephone number, address, city and province.  This can be done through rhyme or song. 

 How to contact their parents at any time, by memorizing cell or work numbers. 

 How and under what circumstances to call 911. 

 To never approach or enter a stranger's vehicle.  A responsible adult would never ask a child for directions or any 

other question for that matter. 

 Make sure they know they have a right to say "no" to an adult, especially when the adult is asking them to do some-

thing they have been taught is wrong or feels uncomfortable.  Reminding children of this right is important because chil-
dren are taught from a young age to respect adults. 

 To always tell parents where they will be and to never enter someone's home without their parent's permission. 

 If home alone, never admit it when answering the phone. Never answer a knock at the door or speak through it.  

Adults can be very persuasive.  Teach your child to call you if there is a knock at the door and if they fear for their 
safety, teach them to call 911.  Make sure they know that police officers are there to help them and would not get mad if 
it were a false alarm. 

 If they think they are being followed or are in danger they should run home or to a public place.  If someone grabs 

them, they should try to get away, yelling and screaming while doing so. 
It is important to play in safe areas, never take shortcuts and stick with a buddy whenever possible. 
 

It is never too early or too late to teach children the importance of personal safety.  Common sense, communication and 
consistency are the keys. Remind children to alert a responsible adult if something strange happens that makes them 
feel uncomfortable. Remember, crime prevention is everyone's responsibility. 
 
For more information on this subject, visit www.yrp.ca. 
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 Eco Grams Newsletter … a message from our eco club 

 
Hello. The Eco Club is back! This year we’re aiming for the most eco friendly year yet! One of our goals is getting everyone in our 

school to be eco friendly so that we can become an eco-certified school. This month we have been trying to get everyone to bring 

litterless or boomerang lunches to school everyday. Litterless lunches are lunches that don’t make any waste. You can do this by 

bringing reusable cutlery and containers and water bottles. A boomerang lunch would be when you dispose your garbage at home 

and put it in your green. For example, orange peels and banana peels. Our goal is to continue with litterless and boomerang lunches 

throughout the year. We know that it may be hard but try your best! 

 
This month is “Lights Out” month and we’re here to give you some tips. First, make sure you don’t waste electricity by leaving 

lights on when you're not in the room. Make sure that you turn off all lights when you don’t need them. Secondly, you can try not 

use too much electricity by picking up a book or a game instead of using the computer or watching television.. Besides television is 

bad for your eyes. So try to use books as your first choice.  You can still help the environment when you’re at home. You can also 

switch your light bulbs from your current incandescent bulbs to the florescent bulbs. 

 
October is also International Walk to School Month. Michael Cranny will be having a Walk to School Day  on October 15th for all 

those who live close by to walk to school. This would help save the air from pollution because when you drive a car, gas comes out 

of the back pipe and pollutes the air. Hope to see you walking on the 15th. 

 
Hey, guess what Michael Cranny!? We’re having our 20 minute makeover on October 2nd. What is the 20 

minute makeover, you may ask? Well it’s when everyone gets outside and gives the area around our school a 

nice clean up. 

 
Every month we will be showing a video to classes based on the Eco Initiative of the month. This month the 

video will be based on Litterless Lunches. Be sure to stay tuned for more eco-friendly events and activities. 

 
      

http://www.yrp.ca


OCTOBER 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Cross Country 

Areas 

2 

20 Minute             

Makeover 

3 4 

5 6 

Gr 7 VIP 

7  Gr 6 VIP 

Gr 8 Info Night@ 

Michael Cranny 

7pm 

8 

 

9 

Gr 8 VIP 

10 

Cross Country 

Regionals 

11 

12 13 

Thanksgiving 

No School 

14 

Gr 7 Hep and              

Gr 8 Girls  HPV 

Shots 

Gr 6 VIP 

15 

Walk to School 

Day 

16 17 18 

19 20 21 

Peace Tree           

Conference 

Gr 6 VIP 

22 

School Council 

7pm 

Join Us! 

23 

 

24 

Dental Screening 

JK/SK/Gr 2/Gr 8 

 

25 

26 27 

PA Day 

No School 

28 

Gr 6 VIP 

29 30 31  

OCTOBER’S ECO THEME 

Lights out! 

Help conserve energy! 

SAFETY AWARENESS WEEK 

Coming up in November… 

 Nov 11 - Remembrance Day 

 Nov 12 - Progress Reports go home 

 Nov 12 - 18 Scholastic Book Fair 

 Nov 13 - Parent/Teacher Interview Night  

 Nov 14 - Parent/Teacher Interviews/PA Day No School 

Will your child be late or absent? 

Be sure to call the school before 

8:15am to let us know.   

You can also leave a 

message anytime at 

(905) 832-4922. 


